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The Year of Growth



Our Dream for You? A Lifetime of Growth!
And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

— Luke 2.52


But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ To 
Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. — 2 Peter 3.18


Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. — 1 Peter 2.2-3


Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to 
maturity. — Hebrews 6.1


And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and 
in all judgment; That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be 
sincere and without offense till the day of Christ. Being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 

— Philippians 1:9-11


When you are finished changing, you are finished. — Ben Franklin 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2019 - The Year of Growth 

Living Abundantly 
Old Hickory is devoted to helping you improve in every part of your life. We call 
this The 10:10 Life. In John 10:10, Jesus announced, “I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly.” We aim to make our assemblies, classes, 
fellowship, and service activities optimal times for spiritual growth. We want to 
provide a positive, supportive environment for your progress in the once-
delivered faith. We correct without being quick to condemn. We hope to delight 
members but refuse to pamper them when change is needed. We are sound but 
not always traditional. We provide structure and stability for growth without 
stagnation or self-satisfaction. 


Living Biblically 
The shepherds and staff of the Old Hickory Church of Christ are committed to 
helping you grow by unleashing your God-given potential (1 Peter 4.10). To 
experience a spiritual breakthrough, we believe you must go back to the Bible 
as the foundation for all meaningful growth (Matthew 7.24). This is what makes 
us unique in the best possible way. We hope this commitment comforts and 
thrills your heart. Growth is inseparable from grounding in God’s Word. When 
you combine sound teaching with constant encouragement, amazing things 
happen (1 Thessalonians 5.11).


A Decade of Growth 
We stand on the threshold of The Decade of Growth for our congregation 
(2020-29).  This year (2019), we will rally around the theme The Year of Growth. 
By helping our members understand the biblical meaning of abundant life, we 
will lay a foundation for all the good things to follow. Then, over the next nine 
years, we will explore nine virtues Paul called The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5.22-24). Our lives will become more abundant and more effective by becoming 
more fruitful. If you are looking for a congregation that challenges you to be your 
best, welcome to Old Hickory.  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2019 Goals 
Quarter 1 Goals: January, February, March 
• Readings in Luke at all assembly times

• Memorize Galatians 5.22-23

• Consider One Another AM Sermon Series

• The Barnabas Factor PM Sermon Series 

• “My Story” quarterly publication and activities

• Introduce more new songs

• Elders’ Service Challenge

Quarter 2 Goals: April, May, June 
• Rotate Natural Evangelism in Sunday adult classes (Aubrey)

• Summer Spark, A Traveler’s Guide to Heaven 
• Soul Sunday with Matthew Morine

• Spring on “The Green”

• Website Update

Quarter 3 Goals: July, August, September 
• God’s Game Plan AM Sermon Series

• August Mini Class (Wed.), A Travel Warning for Christians

• Screen on ”The Green” (Movie Night)

• Auditorium renovation begins

• Collect Dream Sheets from members (2020 plans)

• Teacher training workshop

• Back to school Success Conference for students and parents

Quarter 4 Goals: October, November, December 
• October devotional book, Growing to God’s Glory

• Fall Festival on ”The Green”

• Landscape south side of building

• Effective Elders Seminar

• Introduce the 10:10 Life Toolbox

• Men’s Rotation Class in Auditorium

• Dig Deep December 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2019 Calendar Highlights 
January 

• 6 - Meal Welcoming the Johnsons


• 11 - Dinner and Movie (Sprouts)


• 18 - Teacher Appreciation Dinner


• 18-20 - Evangelism University


February 

• 14 - Valentine Banquet (6:30 p.m.)


• 22 - Wings (Ladies Program, Harding)


March 

• 3 - Singing Night - Lee (Sandwiches)


• 10 - Shut-in Awareness Night (Tweens)


• 30 - Ladies Retreat


• 31 - Fifth Sunday Fellowship, My Story


April 

• 5-7 Spring Youth Retreat


• 13 - Water Walk


• 20 - Egg Hunt (Sprouts)


• 28 - Graduation Celebration


May 

• Dream Session


• 11 - Mother’s Day Activity (Tweens)


• May 14 - Day School Graduation


• 5/31-6/2 - Teens Beginning of Summer


June 

• A Traveler’s Guide to Heaven (S. Series)


• 2 - Singing Night - Don (Barbecue)


• 5 - Summer Spark Ice Cream Fellowship


• 16 - Soul Sunday (Matthew Morine)


• 23-26 - Vacation Bible School 


• 30 - Fifth Sunday Fellowship, My Story


July 

• 3 - Summer Spark Ice Cream Fellowship


• 14-19 - Bible Camp


August 

• 2-3 - Teens End of Summer Event


• A Traveler’s Warning (Mini Class)


• 10 - Student Success Workshop


• 6 - Night Out Against Crime


• Teacher Workshop


September 

• Prayer Emphasis Month (Grow in Prayer)


• 1 Singing Night - Lee (Soup and Salad) 


• 29 - Fifth Sunday Fellowship, My Story


October 

• Congregational Devotional Booklet


• Fall Festival


• Congregational Retreat


November 

• Thanks Singing - AUBREY


• Ladies Day


• 9 - Effective Elders Seminar


• Ministry Expo


December 

• 1- Singing Night - Don (Holiday Treats) 


• Children’s Christmas Breakfast


• White Christmas, Fruit Baskets 


• 29 - Fifth Sunday Fellowship, My Story 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Summer Spark - Wednesday 7 P.M.


A Traveler's Guide to Heaven 
6/5 - Plan Now for the Trip of a Lifetime (Buddy Johnson, Jefferson Ave.)


	 Anticipation Is Half the Fun


6/12 - All Inclusive, All Expenses Paid (Matthew Morine, Castle Rock) 

	 The Ultimate Gift 

6/19 - Don’t Forget Your Passport (Lonnie Jones, Meridianville)


	 Border Security Will Be Enforced  

6/26 - First Class Accommodations (Wesley Walker, Woodson Chapel)


	 Your New Body 

7/3 - Transfers Included (Matthew Hiatt, Burns)


	 Getting from Here to There 

7/10 - Special Group Rates (Bill Watkins, Crieve Hall)


	 The More the Merrier 

7/17 - Your Travel Itinerary (Andy Connelly, Center Chapel)


	 Highlights of Heaven 

7/24 - No Baggage Necessary (Dennis Loyd, Green Hills)


	 Travel Light 

7/31 - Joy that Never Ends (Craig Evans, Mt. Juliet)


	 One Way Ticket to Paradise 
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How Do We Grow? 
Three qualities distinguish Old Hickory as a church: 1) Seriousness, 
2) deliberateness, and 3) thoroughness. “Serious” means something is 
worthy of careful consideration. “Deliberate” means something is done 
purposely with design and intention. “Thorough” means something is done 
with great care and attention to detail.


First, we are serious about equipping people for life because life is serious 
business (Ephesians 4.11-12). We must be about our Father’s business 
(Luke 2.49). We are on a mission, not a vacation. 


Second, we are deliberate in what we do, measuring every decision 
against three biblical standards (1 Corinthians 13.13): When making 
decisions or setting goals, we constantly ask, “Is it biblical? Is it hopeful? 
Is it caring?” We refuse to let fear and negativity win the day or the 
argument. If we are doctrinally sound, positive-minded, and deeply loving, 
God will bless and use us. 


Third, we are thorough in supplying what is needed for people’s well-
being. We are not content just to hold religious services. Like the Good 
Shepherd, we want you and your family to flourish, and nothing less will 
satisfy (Psalm 23.3). 


To thrive spiritually, people need to grow in three ways: Mentally, 
emotionally, and relationally. In other words, people need sound biblical 
thinking, healthy Christian attitudes, and positive relationships to succeed 
in life. When people are realistic, resilient, and responsible about life and 
their choices, God is pleased. When people are delusional, unstable, and 
careless, Satan is overjoyed.


Old Hickory leaders are thoughtful, intentional and strategic in promoting 
spiritual health to assist your personal growth and achieve numerical 
growth. Through teaching, fellowship, worship and prayer, we prepare our 
members for lives of holiness and service (Acts 2.42). We know your 
growth is the key to church growth. When every member strives to reach 
his or her potential, it automatically sparks growth of the body (Ephesians 
4.16). 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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control; against 

such things there is no law. 
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Galatians 5.22-23, ESV 
2019 Congregational Memory Verse


