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The Old Hickory Church of Christ exists 
so that lost people can have eternal life and 

saved people can have abundant lives.  

John 10.10 
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Hello Friend! 

T hank you for this opportunity to introduce 
ourselves. The picture on the cover is a reminder 
of the joy of new friendships and shared dreams. 

Here you will discover the purpose and principles that 
bind us together as a spiritual family. As you get to know 
us better, we hope you like what you see, because 
nothing would please us more than having you as part of 
our  congregation. Church membership is about growing 
in faith, fellowship, and fruitful living. May God bless you 
as you seek your place in His plan.


General Information:

Q: What are churches of Christ?  

A: In Romans 16.16, Paul wrote,“All the churches of Christ greet you.” Churches of Christ are 
independent local churches made up of Christians whose hearts are knit together by love for 
Jesus and belief in the New Testament as His revealed will. The unity enjoyed by these 
congregations is based on shared beliefs and practices set forth in Scripture (1 Corinthians 
1.10). Our aim is to please God by going back to the Bible to see how He would have us live, 
worship and serve. It is our joy is to proclaim forgiveness through Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection; to share Christ’s love by helping people in need; and to encourage spiritual 
growth and service among Christians as we look forward to Jesus’ return. We seek to do what 
is so clearly biblical that everyone can participate in good conscience and full fellowship with 
others. We have no extra-biblical name and prefer to be called simply Christians.


Q: Tell me about your vision and values? 

A: We exist so lost people may have eternal life and saved people may have abundant life. Our 
twin goals are to help people live eternally and effectively. This is fruitful living at its best.


Our leading values come from 1 Cor 13:13: 

•Faith - Sound Beliefs (Rom 10:17)

•Hope - Positive Attitudes (1 Cor 13.7)

•Love - Caring Relationships (1 Cor 16.14)


Thus, when making decisions, we ask three questions:  

•Is it biblical? (Col 3.16-17). 

•Is it hopeful? (Luke 1.37).

•Is it caring? (1 Cor 16.14)
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Q: What is your average attendance?  
A: Our average Sunday morning worship attendance is 130. Our members come from Old 
Hickory, Hermitage, Donelson, Madison, Goodlettsville, Mount Juliet, White House, Gallatin, 
and Lebanon.


Q: When was the congregation established? 

A: The congregation began meeting in 1919. The original facilities were built in 1920.

 
Q: Tell me about your preacher? 

A: Aubrey Johnson is our preacher. He and his wife 
Lisa have three sons and ten grandchildren. If you 
love practical, positive preaching, you are going to 
love Old Hickory. Aubrey began working with us on 
January 1, 2019. He is a graduate of Lipscomb 
University and Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. Aubrey believes in promoting church 
growth through church health. If you want abundant 
life and encouraging friends, Old Hickory is a great 
place to call home.


Q: Who is your Youth Leader?   

A: Our youth minister is Jimmy Watkins. He 
and his wife Jennifer have two children, 
Sandi and Will. Jimmy graduated from Freed-
Hardeman University in 2002, and he now 
drives a school bus for Robertson County 
School system full time. He has always 
invested in the lives of children.  Jennifer 
works full time with EMS. It is safe to say that 
saving lives and souls are important to the 
Watkins family.    


Q: Tell me about your office staff? 

A: Our church secretary is Andra Mullins. Andra has a sweet spirit and a servant heart. Andra 
has 3 children and 7 grandchildren. Two of her favorite pastimes are baking and reading a good 
book. Another delight is helping members and visitors in need. If you need information or 
assistance, please call on Andra. Helping you will make her day! 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Q: How many elders and deacons do you have? 

A: We currently have 4 elders and 2 deacons. The elders meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
nights. They would be delighted to meet with you at your request.


Our Elders (and Wives) 

•Keaton Bell (Lisa)

•Carl Johnson (Harriet)

•Nathan Miller (Jacki)

•Steve Pilkinton (Sherry)


Our Deacons (and Wives) 

•Mike Perry (Cheryl) - Security

•Andy White (Amy) - Missions, Shut-Ins


Q: What are some of your congregation’s special events?  
A: Valentine Dinner, Fifth-Sunday Fellowship Meals, Fall Festival, Quarterly Singings, Holiday 
Dinners, Winter Wednesday Night Men’s Rotation, Game Nights, Ladies’ Retreat and 
Inspiration Day, Teacher Appreciation Dinner, Water Walk, Soul Sunday, Summer Ice Cream 
Fellowships, Youth Bible Camp and Retreats, Sprouts Elementary Activities, Prayer Emphasis 
Month, Congregational Retreat, Fruit Baskets for Shut-Ins.


Q: What are some of your ministries? 

A: Opportunities for involvement include the following:


• Family Ministry 

• Building & Grounds

• Education 

• Nursery

• Children’s Bible Hour

• Audio-Visual

• Ladies Events

• Men’s Nights

• Lads to Leaders 

• Second Milers


• Missions and Local Outreach

• Bus Maintenance

• Bus Drivers

• Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Ministry

• Sprouts Elementary Ministry

• Website

• Ushering

• Visitation

• Bible Correspondence

• Life Care Center Services 

• Old Hickory Towers Services
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Q: Do the elders have a long-term plan for church growth?  

A: Absolutely! We call this, “The Decade of Growth” (2019-2029). Continual growth is what 
Jesus’ abundant life vision of church is all about (John 10.10). Paul’s teaching on the fruit of the 
Spirit explains how we need to grow to fulfill our Lord’s dream (Galatians 5.22-26). By maturing 
in these nine virtues, we will flourish in faithfulness and fruitfulness. The abundant life is about 
spiritual, relational, and emotional growth. The more people see Jesus in our encouraging 
words and loving deeds, the more they will be drawn to the Old Hickory family. A Christlike life 
is not only abundant, but attractive. That is the power of the 10:10 life. 


— As you grow, so grows the church.  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Q: Tell me about your youth ministry?  
A: The purpose for our youth ministry is to engage, encourage, educate, expand, and invite. All 
of our activities serve to promote this purpose. We organize weekend retreats, summer Bible 
camp, attend youth rallies that promote evangelism and healthy biblical perspectives on living 
and self-identity. We participate in service opportunities to assist homeless, sick, hungry and 
more. We host devotional times, and attend area-wide youth gatherings. Our local Bible 
classes are organized to promote a balanced exposure to Old Testament events and the New 
Testament covenant so our teens can grow in wisdom and in favor with God. We are intentional 
about cultivating faith that is personal, and owned by each student so they can stand 
confidently in a world that looks down on Jesus’ followers. We provide a top-of-the-line 
experience within our youth ministry that focuses on Jesus’ mission: to love God and others in 
order to build disciples. We hold tightly to the reality presented in 2 Timothy 3:15, “from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”  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Q: Tell me about your ladies activities. 

A: On Sunday mornings, we currently offer three 
excellent ladies classes. In addition, there is a 
class for women on Wednesday night and 
another on Thursday morning. The annual ladies 
retreat and inspiration day are highlights of the 
year. Many women from Old Hickory also enjoy 
attending the Women of Hope Conference. 
Throughout the year, there are a multitude of 
outreach, service, and fellowship opportunities, 
including a monthly lunch outing. 


Q: Do you have an active group of seniors? 

A: Steve and Sharon Powell head up Old 
Hickory’s Second Milers Ministry for our active 
empty nesters. The second mile refers to that 
special phase of life when you can give back for 
all the blessings you have received over your 
lifetime. In fact, part of the joy is giving a little more than might be expected (Matthew 5.41). 


Life after 60 should be a time of sprinting to the tape with all you have in you rather than sitting 
on life’s sidelines. Paul said, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
3.14). Why not dedicate 
your best years and best 
efforts to God. He certainly 
gave His best for you (John 
3.16).


The Second Milers enjoy 
rich fellowship as they 
participate in a variety of 
activities including work 
projects, Bible classes, 
devotionals, meals, and 
trips. If you are not quite 
ready to hang up your 
sneakers, come and join us. 
And remember, the second 
mile is the best mile! 
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Q: What translation of the Bible do you use in your services? 

A: Our minister preaches from the English Standard Version. We do not have a policy for or 
against any particular translation because we have confidence in our members’ ability to 
understand the strengths and weaknesses of each and to use them appropriately. We know of 
no translation from which a person cannot be taught the gospel plan of salvation. Caution is in 
order when choosing your primary text, but we believe that a person’s soundness should be 
judged by his life and teaching rather than his translation.


Q: What mission and benevolent works do you support?  

A: Doing good and sharing Christ are our passions. Below are efforts we support financially.


• Brazil Mission

• India Mission

• Bataam, Indonesia

• Budapest, Hungary

• Southern Africa Bible College

• Papua, New Guinea


• Harbor Springs, Michigan 

• Sneedville, TN 

• Nashville Inner City Ministry

• Old Hickory Youth Mission Trip

• Meals on Wheels

• Disaster Relief 

We support a mission work on every continent but Antarctica. 


Q: Do you have a child care program? 

A: One of the best. Our Day School is a Tuesday Thursday school that provides a safe, loving 
learning environment for children (ages 2-4) and peace of mind for busy moms. Tiffany Haynes 
directs the school, and she would love to meet with you if you have any questions.  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Q: Tell me about your Bible School for children? 

A: "It takes a Village ~ Faith Village."  Faith Village is the theme of of children's Bible school 
program at Old Hickory Church of Christ. Faith Village provides various Bible learning 
experiences for kindergarten - 5th grade children. During each class session the children 
experience the Bible lesson in exciting and innovative ways. Faith Village consists of the Bible 
Story Room, Museum, Garage/Craft Room, Granny's Puppet House, Cafe, Arcade/Game 
Room, and the Theater. The teacher in each location of Faith Village provides for the student's 
individual needs, promotes the love of God and God's Word, and equips the student for life's 
choices and challenges. 


Psalm 119:105 says, ”Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a unto my path." We at the Old 
Hickory Church of Christ strive to light the path for our children through the Faith Village Bible 
school program. "It takes a Village ~ Faith Village."


Old Hickory also has exceptional classes for preschool children. The rooms are bright and 
colorful, and the teachers are loving and gentle. Come and see for yourself why Old Hickory is 
a great place for kids to call home! 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Proverbs 22:6


Train up a child in 
the way he should 
go; even when he 
is old he will not 
depart from it.




Basic Beliefs: 
We believe Jesus is Lord and Savior of mankind. 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). 

We believe the Bible is God’s revealed will. 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

We believe love is the greatest commandment. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-39). 

We believe the church is God’s family on earth. 
I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15). 

We believe unity is every believer’s responsibility.  
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind (1 Peter 3.8). 

We believe baptism is the moment of salvation by grace through faith. 
He who believes and is baptized will be saved (Mark 16:16). 

We believe worship that pleases God must be in spirit and truth. 
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (John 4:24). 

We believe service is the path to significance. 
But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant (Matthew 23:11). 

We believe evangelism is our first order of business. 
Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. (Mark 16:15). 

We believe prayer & Bible study are fundamental to spiritual growth.  
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in prayers (Acts 2:42).  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Special Questions: 

W hen searching for a church home, there are typically a handful of questions that help 
people know if they are compatible with a congregation. These are telling questions 
that cut to the chase by revealing how church leaders view the authority of Scripture 

and the Lordship of Christ. In our time, some of those questions revolve around matters of 
fellowship, worship, marriage, and gender roles. We are deeply committed to the practice of 
New Testament Christianity (Matthew 7.24), and we hope our answers assure you that Old 
Hickory is a sound church and a great place to call home. 


Q: What is your relationship with area denominations?  
A: We rejoice in our common faith in Jesus as God’s Son, but our fellowship is limited due to 
significant differences. For example, we believe in the necessity of baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins (Acts 2.38). We also hold different views of how God desires to be worshiped (John 
4.24). Our aim is to please God by limiting our practice to what is revealed in the Bible. That is 
why we sing a cappella and partake of the Lord’s Supper every first day of the week. Whatever 
differences exist, they are overshadowed by love and goodwill for all our neighbors.


Q: Why don’t you have a piano? 

A: Paul instructed Christians to sing and make melody in their hearts. The heart is the 
instrument of our praise to God. We do not use other instruments because there is no 
command or example for their use in the New Testament. History confirms that early Christians 
sang without accompaniment for thousands of years. Since our commitment is to promote 
Christian unity by doing Bible things in Bible ways, we choose to worship in the manner of the 
early church by singing a cappella. Unaccompanied singing is biblical, unifying, and more 
consistent with the nature of spiritual worship. 


Q: Do you feature special musical performances by praise teams?  
A: The entire congregation is our praise team! For accomplishing God’s purpose, nothing 
compares with the joy and beauty of believers uniting their voices in praise.


Q: Why doesn’t the congregation applaud during worship assemblies? 

A: It is not our practice to applaud speakers because our focus in worship is on God rather 
than man. It is not our custom to clap following baptisms because we believe that songs and 
prayers better communicate the sacredness of what is taking place. There are occasions when 
the congregation will clap to express joy and appreciation, but this is usually during the 
announcement period and not connected with worship.
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Q: Does the church clap along with worship songs? 

A: Our aim is to worship God in spirit and truth (John 4.24). Since there is no New Testament 
example of clapping with worship songs, we choose not to do it. We are convinced this is the 
best course for those whose purpose in worship is to please God. No one should be asked to 
violate his or her conscience to accommodate worship preferences unsupported by the New 
Testament. We believe this position honors Christ and promotes unity (Psalm 133.1). 


Q: What do you teach about divorce and remarriage?  
A: Our Heavenly Father provided the answer to this question in His holy Word. In Matthew 19.9, 
Jesus declared, “And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and 
marries another, commits adultery.” Jesus realized this teaching would not be popular, but He 
knew it was best for children, the church, the community, and for couples themselves. Several 
of our members have experienced the emotional and financial devastation of divorce, and we 
are committed to providing them with every possible support. Divorce prevention is our priority, 
and we supply teaching, activities, and resources to strengthen families.


Q: Do women take a leadership role in your congregation? 

A: The women of this congregation are leaders in the best sense of the word. They do not 
serve as elders or preside in public worship, but they are active in countless ministries and 
exert a powerful influence for good. Christ elevated the place of women in society by affirming 
their equality with men. Still, He revealed that there are functional differences between the 
sexes and that each has a unique role to fulfill. Paul said the relationship between husbands 
and wives should be like that between Christ and His bride, the church. Men are to love their 
wives as Christ loved the church, and women are to yield to their husbands as the church 
submits to Christ. We are convinced that this faith-prompted cooperation results in the greatest 
possible happiness for families, congregations, and societies.
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Q: How can I become a member of the Old Hickory Church of Christ? 

A: If you are a Christian (see below) and desire to be identified with this congregation, please 
inform the elders, and they will arrange a time to meet with you to discuss the privileges and 
responsibilities of membership in the Old Hickory Church of Christ. 


If you are not a Christian but desire to become one, congratulations on the greatest decision of 
your life! God’s plan for becoming a Christian and being added to His church is clearly set forth 
in the Bible. The steps to salvation were preached by Jesus and recorded in the gospels.


• Believe - John 3:16


• Repent - Luke 24:47


• Confess - Matthew 10:32,33


• Be Baptized - Mark 16:15-16


The conversion stories recorded in Acts provide clear examples of the way men and women 
became followers of Jesus and received forgiveness of their past sins. 


• Acts 2:36-41 - Jerusalem


• Acts 8:12,13; 27-39 - Samaria


• Acts 8:27-39 - An Ethiopian


• Acts 16:13-15; 25-33 - Lydia


• Acts 16:25-33 - A Jailer


• Acts 18:8 - Corinth


• Acts 22:6-16 - Saul


You can become a Christian by following these commands and examples. If you would like 
more information, we will be happy to meet with you personally or send you material you can 
study privately. If you need assistance in being baptized, we are ready to aid you at this very 
moment. Please, let us know how we can help.


Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on His name.  

— Acts 22.16 
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The Year of Patience—2023 
“In patience possess your souls” 

—Jesus, Luke 21.19 NKJV 
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Service Times 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.


Sunday LIFT Ministry 5 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Class 7 p.m.


Contact Information 
1001 Hadley Avenue, Old Hickory, TN 37138


Office 615-847-2386 – News Line 615-847-2444

Watch online at ohcoc.com or facebook.com/ohcoc.


 Ministers 
Aubrey Johnson & Jimmy Watkins
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